Political Events preceding "Lusitanla " Incident
the case* If, moreover, it is a fact that the majority of the
decisions of the United States turned out unfavourably to us,
the question of the American motives should have been care-
fully differentiated from the other question as to what inferences
may be drawn from the state of affairs. Even if we had had
just reason to complain of unfair treatment it was for us to be
as indulgent towards America as was compatible with our final
aim not to lose the war. The question is not whether we had
cause for resentment and retaliation, but simply what benefit
could be extracted for Germany out of the existing situatioii.
At this visit to White House, the only question that was
acute was that of the wireless stations. This and the negotia-
tions which I shall mention later, dealing with the coaling of
our ships of war and the American export of arms and ammu-
nition, I discussed with Secretary of State Bryan. The first
time I visited this gentleman he exclaimed with great warmth :
" Now you see I was right when I kept repeating that preparation
for war was the best way of bringing war about* All the
European Powers were armed to the teeth and always maintained
that this heavy armament was necessary to protect them from
war. Now the fallacy is obvious. We alone live in peace
because we arc unarmed/*
Mr- Bryan has always been a genuine pacifist, and later
sacrificed his Ministerial appointment to his convictions. So
long as he remained in office he continued to influence the
American Government to maintain neutrality and constantly
strove to bring about peace.
A first attempt in this direction was made from Washington
immediately after the outbreak of the war, but met with no
response from the combatant Powers. At the beginning of
September, Mr, Bryan repeated the offer of American mediation*
At that time a vigorous agitation had begun in, New York
for the restoration of peace* Mr, William Randolph Hearst*
the well-known editor of widely circulated newspapers, and
other well-known personalities, called together great meetings
at which America's historical mission^ was said to be the stopping
of the wholesale murder that was going on in Europe* At
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